THE MANDATE
The mandate of the NHRDF is to:
♦ Undertake / conduct research or facilities in research and scientific investigations
for the growth and development of varieties of various export-oriented
horticultural crops.
♦ Establish institutes, laboratories, research centres, model farms, and study
teams for promoting better quality and higher yield of horticultural produce,
better packaging, suitable transportation and shipping to improve the shelflife of the produce, and conduct experiments and provide funds for such
research work and to educate farmers and disseminate technical know-how
and results derived by conducting training programmes, seminars gettogethers, farmers' meets etc.
♦ Investigate and conduct research experiments for assessing demands of the
horticultural produce of the Indian origin in foreign countries by conducting
extensive survey and undertake research and development of horticultural
produce with export potential, and to motivate farmers to grow such varieties of
horticultural produce with the object of further developing horticultural exports
from India.
♦ Prepare, edit, print, publish and circulate books, research papers and periodicals
bearing upon the growth and development of horticultural produce or other
scientific and research activities connected therewith, and to establish and
maintain collections, libraries, statistics, scientific data and other information
relating thereto.
♦ Conduct all aspects of scientific research and developmental activities in the
field of horticulture or otherwise conducive to the objectives of the NHRDF
provided, however, that none of the activities of NHRDF will be undertaken for
profit nor shall it involve any profit motive. Provided, however, that the
NHRDF may receive nominal service charges, wherever found necessary in the
interest of maintaining financial stability of the NHRDF
♦ The NHRDF shall provide extended services to the farmers in the form of
research and developmental activities, namely seed development,
vermicompost, biopesticide production and distribution, and other laboratory
services for which NHRDF may collect revenue from the farmers so as to
establish a revolving fund or credit to corpus fund for further expansion of
research and developmental activities.
The research and developmental programmes were initially started on onion and
later on garlic was included in the mandate crops. In view of vast export potential,
the NHRDF has also extended its R & D programmes on some other export-oriented
horticultural crops like okra, French bean, chilli, capsicum and bitter gourd.

